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CONCEPT AND IMPLEMENTATION

The Premises

The Villingen/Schwenningen Franziskus-
heim has been in existence since 1926
and was a children’s hospital until 1986.
Following closure of the former children’s
hospital, the building was reconstructed
in 1988 and made into a retirement home.
However, there was a rapid increase in de-
mand for an extension of the range of ser-
vices offered, including demand for respite
care and day care facilities, single rooms
and better living accommodation and me-

Concept

Refurbishment and extension of the
Franziskusheim took place after develop-
ment and documentation of a comprehen-
sive new concept for the entire building.
“Which lighting concept is the most suitab-
le for the implementation of current know-
how in the field of establishments for the
care of the elderly?"” Lothar Schropp (Direc-
tor of the Home) put this question to Wald-
mann Lichttechnik GmbH.

In view of the fact that by far the largest
group of residents consisted of people suf-
fering from dementia, the overall design
was tailored to suit their special needs
throughout. This home has adopted an in-
tegrated psycho-social nursing and care
concept. When caring for people with de-

Implementation

Waldmann/Derungs gave a presentation
to the construction project group, during
which the concept of lighting for elderly
patients in corridors and residential areas
predominantly by indirect luminaries was
explained.

In order to test this theoretical concept
in practice, the corridors and day areas of
the residential accommodation for a small
group of patients with dementia (10 peop-
le) were equipped with lighting by Derungs
Licht AG. In order to create conditions that
were as close as possible to those in the
future new building, the existing timber cei-
ling was given a light paint finish.

Even after a short period there were some
very important findings: The significantly
greater lighting intensity made the resi-
dents visibly feel better. The uniformity of
the lighting and the resulting freedom from

thods of care for elderly residents suffering
from dementia.

These demands led to the decision to re-
construct. The building work (from 2002 to
Spring 2004) was divided into two phases,
a refurbishment phase and a new building
construction phase. The existing building
was refurbished one floor at a time. The
roof space was used to construct separa-
te accommodation for residents suffering

mentia, the emphasis needs to be on the
maintenance of a familiar environment (as
perceived by the resident). This includes
what is referred to as the “inter-human en-
vironment”; this is determined by handling
and communication, a matching organisati-
on, and appropriate design of the environ-
mental space.

The Social Planning Department for Baden/
Woirttemberg / Dementia Support, Stutt-
gart, participated in the development of this
concept in a consulting capacity. The imple-
mentation of a suitable lighting concept to
match was left to Waldmann Lichttechnik
GmbH and Derungs Licht AG.

shadows made the residents feel safer as
they moved along the corridors.

There was a distinct improvement in the
general mood of the residents; this in turn
made their care and nursing significantly
easier.

Residents, their relatives and the nursing
staff responded particularly favourably to
this innovation.

Following the experience gained in the re-
sidential area for patients with dementia,
the new concept was incorporated in the
plans for the entire new building. Before
the final decision was made, the light fit-
tings proposed were specifically adapted
for their intended use in the building: The
lighting elements in the wall lamps of the
residential accommodation can be separa-
tely switched, and the ratio between direct

from dementia.

Now that all this work is complete, this has
become a retirement centre with attached
day-care facilities for children, with 80 nur-
sing care places, 4 respite care places, 12
places for day-care residents and 35 single
occupancy bedrooms with a conservatory.

e Light promotes social togetherness

e |ight creates a better mood for the
residents

e |ight prevents insecurity when people
move

e Lightmakesiteasiertocareforandnurse
people

e Light makes orientation easier

and indirect lighting can be varied. Conse-
quently lighting can be varied and adjusted
to achieve an optimum consistent with the
needs of residents and care personnel. In
addition, the various lighting scenarios can
be individually controlled from a selective
light switching system.

To create an intimate, pleasant ambience,
warm white lamps were used throughout.



LIGHTING SOLUTIONS

The need to actively engage in daily activities and in social life continues to exist even after moving
to a private or public senior care facility. Adequate lighting helps seniors to manage their daily rou-

tines more independently.

Long corridors can be used without residents feeling
disturbed.

Bright light floods the conservatories, which offer peace
and rest.

Corridors as Roads

Relocation of common areas has made it
possible to ensure that corridors are only
used for walking in future. This is particu-
larly good for people with dementia with a
strong urge to move. Bright, glare-free ligh-
ting that produces little shade, and the use
of colours and symbols in key areas make
orientation easier.

Common Areas as Living Hubs

Common areas of adequate size with kit-
chen area, dining and living rooms have
made nursing care easier and created a li-
ving hub. The interior design of rooms and
the right lighting has produced a friendly,
attractive ambience.

Lighting that generates a homely feeling in the vicinity of sleeping accommodation but, at the same time, is bright

enough to perform nursing care effectively.

Natural and artificial lighting in conser-
vatories

Conservatories attached to the corridors
provide rest and peace and quiet. In these
areas, which are bathed in light, the resi-
dents can enjoy natural daylight. The cozy
furniture is designed to create a familiar
ambience. Standard lamps providing a high
proportion of indirect light are also used.
However, they are merely provided as a day-
light supplement and are controlled through
daylight and in accordance with usage.

Single rooms - Areas or Individuals

The provision of single rooms gives re-
sidents the opportunity to retreat. This
makes it easier to live with patients with
dementia, both for residents and for staff.
Wherever possible, rooms are furnished
with familiar objects. In this connection, it
was important to provide lighting in slee-
ping areas that would create a homely
ambience, but that would nevertheless be
bright enough to allow nursing care work
to be done effectively.



FIRST-HAND REPORTS AND STATEMENTS

PRODUCTS

D'"*® amadea Bed 39/39 W

Mr Schropp
Director of the Franziskus Home
Villingen-Schwenningen

Rooms and corridors are fully lit, there
are hardly any shadows, and there is no
reflection by the walls and the floors.

The new lighting installation gives the re-
sidents of the home a feeling of security
when they move; it helps to reduce falls.

Special lighting and colour features pro-
mote better orientation.

Comfortable, glare-free lighting makes

life much easier for the staff and the
people in care.

D''*® amadea 2x54 C

The new lighting creates a cosy and
homely ambience. The living environ-
ment and the mood of the residents is
improved.

Relatives, residents and nursing care
staff perceive the new lighting as so-
mething very satisfactory.
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